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ANSWER 


LORD SOMERVILLE's ADDRESS 


T9 THE 


Board of Agriculture. 


AN Addreſs from a quarter ſo reſpectable, to an enlightened 
and public body, on a ſubje& of great national importance, mult naturally 
excite general attention, and will preſs new opinions on the reception of the 

world, not only by the force of argument, but of authority; it is therefore 
highly expedient, that ſuch opinions, if they appear erroneous, ſhould be 
canvaſſed, and refuted; and, impreſſed with the conviction that they are fo 
in the preſent inſtance, I have undertaken the taſk of examining them: 
aware that I have to combat a favorable popular deluſion, which has been 
willingly taken up, on the ſuggeſtion of a perſon in ſo elevated a fituation as 
the Preſident of the Board of Agriculture. 


The firſt page of the addreſs contains the whole of the matter I ſhall 
have occaſion to reply to, and I will therefore copy 2 Paragraph which holds 
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0 out the ſyſtem recommended by Lord Somerville, and which he labours ſo 
much to eſtabliſh. | 
1 But, before I proceed, I muſt beg leave to object to the manner 


in which the declaration contained in this paragraph is made, a declaration 
which, at any rate, ought to have followed, not preceded, his Lordſhip's 
| enquiry ; it appears to come too much from authority, and ex officio, to be in 
aid of impartial and free inveſtigation. Lord Somerville declares, at the 
opening of his Addreſs, © I am reſolved never again to wear ſuperfine cloth 
« gr kerſeymere, from Midſummer day next, any part of which ſhall be of 
f « foreign growth.” The arrangement, perhaps, would neither have ſuffered 
in point of compoſition, or fairneſs, if the reaſons had been given before the 
| reſolution, and if the concluſion had not been drawn till the facts had been 
| eſtabliſhed. . 
ö 


I will copy the whole of this leading paragraph, and then proceed 


to analyze it: Lord Somerville ſays, 


ce The political ſituation of Spain may be ſuch as to ſhut out, or at 
1 & leaſt, materially increaſe the preſent difficulty of importing her wool into 
| ce this country; in which caſe, it is a matter of the utmoſt national import- 
« ance, that the fine woollen trade of Great Britain ſhould ſuffer nothing in 
<« reputation. That this is ſpeedily to be effected, I have no doubt; indeed, 
« the patterns now before my eyes ſo abſolutely prove the fact, that, as an 
| e individual, bound in a particular manner to ſupport the agricultural produce 
of my own country, I am reſolved, from Midſummer day next, never again 
« to wear ſuperfine cloth, or kerſeymere, any part of which ſhall be of 
1 foreign growth. It would, doubtleſs, be adviſeable to leave uncontrouled 


« the import of raw articles manufactured here; for, in a great commercial 
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ce country like this, of what conſideration is that million of money annually 
te paid for the import of Spaniſh wool? But the timely interference of thoſe, 
ee whoſe duty it is, will probably teach the Hamburgh dealers in Spaniſh 
ce wool, to be cautious how they attempt any great advance of price, as we 


A 
* 


ſuſpect they mean to do, preparatory to which, is the advance of 28. per 
« yard on ſuperfine cloths; and this, without any thing like blame attaching 
* to the clothiers, may be attributed to the limited quantities imported, and 
ce advanced price of the article, a damaged ſample 2 which ſold very lately 
* for 48. 6d. per Ib. 


The connection of this paragraph not being thighs clear, nor 
the conſtruction apparently much ſtudied, I ſhall take the liberty to diſdct 1 it, 
and to reaſon on it as I go. 


| | Lord 5 ſays, a The political ſituation of Spain may be ſuch as to 
ec, ſhut out, or at leaſt, materially increaſe the preſent difficulty of! importing 
0 her wool into this country, in which caſe, it iS a matter of the firſt national 
Eo importance, t that the fine woollen trade of Great Britain ſhould ſuffer nothing 
« in reputation ; that. this,” he fays, * ſpeedily to be effected, I have no 


E 


doubt; indeed, the patterns before my eyes, 30 abſolutely prove. the fact, 
8 chat, as an individual, &c. Sc.“ > 


This negative, which Lotd . means to oe? may *% better 
underſtood when put as a poſitive propoſition,” namely, that the patterns of 
cCloths in Lord S. 's poſſeſſion, made of Engliſh wool, abſolutely prove that the 
| ſubſtitution of Engliſh for Spaniſh wools, in the manufacture of fine woollen 
, cloths, will r that 928 of che trade of Great Britain m tllering,) in 
its reputation. 40 012 10 motto dener 
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It is with the utmoſt deference that I attempt to hazard an indivi- 
dual opinion in any matter of diſcrimination. or judgment with Lord 
Somerville; but, in the preſent inſtance, 1 cannot but conſider myſelf, from 


the habits of my life, as competent to the queſtion ; 1 having not only Seen, but 


manufaftured a great variety of cloths from Engliſh and Spaniſh wools. 1 am 


engaged i in a woollen manufactory of conſiderable extent, and feel myſelf 
qualified to make an aſſertion which differs very widely from that which Lord 
'S. has made, produced by the copviction which the patterns he had ſeen had 


impreſſed upon his mind. 


In the firſt IR" abr, that the mixture of the beſt Hereford 
wools with Spaniſn, ſo much injures the quality and ſoftneſs of the cloth, as to 
put it entirely out of the queſtion as to its uſe with ſuperfine makers, 1 know 
that the firſt manufacturers in the counties of Gloceſter, Wilts, and Somerſet, 
make no ſuch mixture; and, in quoting our own manufactory, I am ſtating 
a general habit, that i int the. great quantity of Spaniſh wool we annually con- 
ſume, we never mix one Pound of Engliſh ; nor indeed, with ſuch a mixture, 
copld any reputation, as to the quality of our cloths, be ſupported. We ma- 
nufacture, at the ſame time, cloths from the Best Engliſh wool, as well as 
pretty largely from ſome of inferior forts ; the belt cloths that can be made 
of what Lord S. calls the fineſt Ryeland, or Herefordſhire fleeces, (and the 


very fineſt are, from contiguity of ſituation, procured by the ſtaplers in this 


neighbourhood, ) when worked up in imitation of ſuperfine cloths, and, in 


every reſpect, on the fame plan as Spaniſh wools, find but a bare demand, and 


will not obtain, either 1 in the home or foreign markets, within as. per yard of 


cloths made from middling Spaniſh wools, nor within 4. from the fineſt. — 


I aſſert therefore, as a manuſacturer of both ſorts of cloth, that in the cye of a 
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common judge, there can be $6! cottipariſon between patterns of cloth made 
from Enghſh and Spaniſh Sols; and, as to kerſeymeres, what I have 
ever ſeen made of Engliſh wool, better deferye the n ot ſer; Beis wad 


Lord Sameryille ſeems to have gained wrong information, From 
are ariplied to a wrong quarter; bis proofs appear to be derived from 
Yorkſhire. He might have learned, that the leading trade of that county, is 
in cloths: made from Engliſh wool; and, that not being much acquainted 

with Spaniſh wools, the manufacturers there could not be very competent 
judges of the fineneſs of the reſpective fabrics. The trade of ſuperfine cloths 
has been almoſt peculiar to the counties of Gloceſter, Wiles, and Somerſet, 
where the manufacture has been carried on to great perſection; the uſe of 
Spaniſh wool, in Yorkſhire, being very recent and limited, An application 
was made, T underſtand with a view to the information of Lord Somerville, 
on the ſubject i in queſtion, to a principal houſe in the Wet of England, but 
the information returhed, not being in favour of the ſyſteid, has not been 
communicated i in his Lordihip P 8 Address. 1 tus much to few that the 
ſources from l Lord S. drew his iftforf mation, were inrompeteft, which 
accounts for the information being ſo erroneous, Every merchant, factor, and 
woolten draper, in London, would inform his N that ts never look 
to Yorkſhire for PICs cloths; or kerſeymeres. 


g procted: Lord S. continues, ee It would, doubtleſs, be advit- 
: cc « able to leave uncontrouled the i import of raw articles manufactured lere. 

Advifable, my Lord! would i it not be madneſs to do otherwiſe? And, A 
a much better reaſon than the narrow conſideration ſuggeſted; “ For, in a 
« great commetcial country like tllid, of what conſideration 1 Is that million of 
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money annually paid for the f import of Spaniſh wool?” Ina commercial 
country like this, my Lord, every pound, of raw material imported, and 
worked up, is ſo much real income, and profit to the country; and the dif- 
ference between the coſt price of the raw material, and the ſelling price of the 
manufactured, is juſt the amount of the immenſe profit which this country 
receives by the tranſit of this and every foreign commodity.” This is the 
reaſon, my Lord, why the introduction '6f all raw materials ſhould not 
only be left uncontrouled, but, in every inſtance, as much as may be, encou- | 
raged. I ſhall point out preſently what a mine of wealth the Ju RM 
by Lord S. would alienate from this wunde 


32 The paragraph goes . But the 5 interference of thoſe, 
e whoſe duty i it is, will probably teach the Hamburgh dealers in Spaniſh 


« wool to be cautious how they attempt any great advance of price, as we 
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ſuſpect they mean to do; preparatory. to which, is the advance of 28, Per 
ce yard on ſuperfine cloths; and this, without any thing like blame attaching 
< to the clothiers, may be attributed to the limited quantities imported, and 


c advanced price e of the article, a damaged ſawple of which coſt lately 45. 6d. 
1. per 1b.” 3 pe 1 
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4 — I have taken this ſentence together, as it ſeems intended to be con- 

need. Lord S. diſclaims any controul over the importation of wool, but 

\ Ei what does he mean by © the timely interference of thoſe, whoſe duty it is?“ 
If he means, purely ſuch interference as he may conceive it his duty to give in 

an addreſs, or a reſolution, the one may be innocent, or the other nugatory; 

but, J ſuſpect it alludes to rather a ſtronger ſpecies of interference. In that 

Caſe, I muſt reply to Lord S. that ſuch would only add to the evil, Lord 8. 
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To Lord Somerville's Address. 9 
muſt, 1 ſhould hope, be well convinced of one of the moſt i important, as well 
as obvious axioms in ſound policy, that commerce muſt be left to itſelf, and 
that it is a plant ſo ſenſitive, as to ſhrink and wither at the very touch of power. 
Lord 8. muſt Knc w. that where a market! 18 thin, and ill-ſopplied, and the 
commodity, of courle, dear, freſh competitors will riſe up, and the proſpect of 
5 increaſed profits produce new adventurers; that this | is the only natural and 


legitimate way of bringing down the price of any article. 


Lord Somerville has alſo been il informed on the cause * che dear- 
neſs and ſcarcity of Spaniſh wool; his opinion is, at any rate, erroneous.— 
There has been 10 monopoly of Spaniſh wool in Hamburgh, nor has the market 
here known ſuch people as Lord S. calls, the *'Hamburgh dealers.” I ſhould 
be very little inclined to be the apologiſt of a monopoly, if ſuch exiſted: it has 
heretofore exiſted in the Spaniſh wool, as in moſt other trades, and has met 
with tie effectual oppoſition. of the principal and moſt enlightened manufac- 
turers; that is, they knew the dearneſs to be factitious, and, as they had no 
profit in making their goods, they would not buy; conſequently, the market 
became overcharged with wool, and the price fell, to the loſs of the monopo- 
lizers. This is an evil that grows out of an abundant and unlimited com- 
merce, and! is more to be oppoſed, when it does happen, by eaſy and natural 
means, which will bring about the remedy, than by violent, and new 


preventatives. | 


In the preſent inſtance, as I have obſerved, no. el bas ex- 
i or has been the cauſe of the high prices and ſcarcity of wool. The dif- 
ficulties of bringing the wools to this country, have been the only cauſes, — 
The decree of che French, of the laſt year, (paſſed in the plenitude of their 
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decrees, revolting to all natural julfice, and national 8000 faith), for the capture 


of all property on board neutral ſhips fulpefted ro be E ngliſh,. or on Englich 


account; the carrying that decree it into execution, in the ſeizure of a a neutral 


ſhip, with wodls, for Briſts 1, which 1 were taken i into a French port, in the fall 


ot that year; ; the rupture which took place beten France and America, 


and fhut out the Americans as carriers; i che. annoyance. and danger which 


every neutral ſhip was Jubel to to in the Bay of Biſcay, from the examination 


of the French cruizers, which flocked from their own coaſt, and ſuffered no 


veſſel to leave a Spaniſh port without repeated and rigorous ſcrutiny 0 and, for 


a time, ſo much alarmed the owners; that no one would venture on the tralle; 


the difficulty of getting neutral ſhips in the ſpring, from the Northern ports, 
{where only they could be had) in conſequence of being blocked up fo late 
from the ſeverity of the ſeaſon: theſe were the accumulated cauſes from which 


naturally ſprung the ſcarcity of Spaniſh wool ; and, what is fcarce, Lord 8. 


well knows; will be dear, though, at the ſame time; the evil, without foreign 
interference, curries its own cure; and what is dear will, from a natural re- 
_ by and by be Che 0% e Logs! zoo 90 


i 


Wa conclude, by kt whom Lord S. i Hamburgh dealers, he 


18 
means all the merchants who have imported, whether on Britiſh or 2 


account, the wools of Spain; for there have been none other i1 in nes trade.— 


the wools h hens hw ſehr to this country, thive come in neutral | hips, 
ere'\conſigned to neutral ports, at one time to Hamburgh, and afterwards 
Copenhagen, and by ſtealth only got into Britiſh ports. 'This'cover has been 
neceffary as a ſecurity againſt the enemy; and the payments have generally 
been made through Hamburgh, as no exchange exiſts between London and 
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Madrid. 17 theſe are the n men Lord S. denounces as Hamburg dealers, I 


muſt confeſs, I view their exertions in a different light, and muſt look forward 
to the ſame channel, til a better one is pointed out, for our negociations. 


I. cannot clearly comprehend the meaning ” the latter part of the 
ſentence, of the Hamburgh dealers attempting © a great advance of price; 
ce preparatory to which is the advance of as. per yard on ſuperfine cloths.” 
This ſeems putting the effect before the cauſe, and making the Hamburg 
man as well a clothier as a wool merchant. I would juſt obſerye upon the 

note“ ſuhjoined, that it was unfortunate, b both for the gentleman quoted, and 

the manufacturers at large, that the qiſcuſfon of chis ſubject had not a more 

5 laſting operation on the price of Spaniſh wool; as a great deal of money muſt 

have been loſt, inſtead of gained, by not purchaſing wool when! it was at 45. 6d. 

Per Ib. ; as it has ſince, notwithſtanding the diſcuſſion (in conſequence of the 

bareneſs of the market, and the wants of the exhauſted ROY riſen 
to the any of $8, at which it ſtill continues, 


_ 4 he whole of what I have to combat with Lord Somerville being 5 

contained? in the above paragraph, 1 ſhall not proceed 1 to comment on the re- 
| mainder of the Addreſs, as it relates more to the farmer than the manufacturer; 
and I ſhould feel myſelf wandering much out of my path, if I were to enter on 
2 diſcuſſion ) where Lord S.'s {uperior abilities and information hahe due cope. 
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1 40 T he Aiſcuſſion of this ſubjea being now well known among the trade, 8 
4% on fine cloths, which would have taken place the week before laſt, is not yet heard of, Indeed 


4 Mr, Wright; a manufacturer, from Leeds, was fo candid, as to inform an honorary member of 
this Board, that, i , in intending to Jay out a very large ſum of money in Spaniſh wool juſt now, he was 
'« awake to the operation this diſcuſſion muſt have on Foreign wool, and that he had thereby eſcaped 


«a lots of ſome hundred pounds.” Lony's,'s ADDRESS. 
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and are exerciſed in a ſphere in which he moves with honour to himſelf, and, 
I doubt not, advantage to his country, I cannot but wiſh for the gradual and 
practicable improvement of Britiſh wools, by the melioration of ſtock and 
keep, at the time that I condemn an injudicious attempt at the ſubſtitution of 
them for the ſuperior wools of another climate, by reſolutions that militate 
. ſound judgment and good policy. 


? 


The principal fact which I mean to oppoſe to Lord Somerville's 


50 l. that the growth of Engliſh wool is now barely ſufficient for the 
conſumption of | the manufactures of the country; that no ſtock of Engliſh 


wool remains on hand from one year to the e consequently, that every 


pound of Spaniſh wool brought into this country, and worked = in 1 It, is 
fo much additional eniployrient and profit to the country. 


It is now very well known, that no > wool, the produce of this 


country, iS ſmuggled, or exported ; ; and the fact is g that every year's 
ſtock is conſumed by our own manufacturers: I would then aſk, What more 


is to be wiſhed for ?—Is it to be deſired, that the variety of texture, which 


now ſo ſuitably provides for the wants of the different claſſes of the people, 


and for the ſupply of long-eſtabliſhed manufactories, ſhould be given up 
for a forced imitation of the produce of another country ; ; that the ſtocking 


manufacturer, the coarſe Lancaſhire, and the fine Yorkſhire clothier, ſhould. 


loſe their reſpective raw material; and the coat of the ſhepherd, the ſoldier, 


the mechanic, and the farmer, be annihilated, to make room for the coſtly 
and excluſive fabric of ſuperfine cloth? 1 admit, that this is raking the 


conſequences at too full'an extent; 5 but, in Proportion as the ſubſtitution is 
made, and the Hitem adopted, in that proportion will the materials for 
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the lower fabrics of woollens be injured, both in quality and price; and if 
carried to the extent Lord S. may flatter himſelf, it may bring about the 
neceſſity, in time, of importing low wools from Italy and America, at the 
fame high rate that fine wools now are from Spain. Indeed, the injury to 
the other manufactories would, in great meaſure, be immediate, if the 
reſolution of Lord S. were ſuddenly and generally adopted; for, as the 
vanity of the higher claſſes would at any rate and expence be ſupplied with 
the beſt fabric bad as that might be the lower fabrics would ſoon find 
a falling off in the ſupply of their raw material, and the high price of fine 
wools would operate as an inducement to their growth, to an excluſion of 
all other conſiderations and intereſts. It is injudicious to run the riſk of 
annihilating any eſtabliſhed manufactory, from ſpeculative ſchemes of altera- 
tion. Every ſpecies of manufacture is valuable, whether of inferior or 
ſuperior quality—whether original or imitative ;. and it would be idle to give 
no value to the carpet manufactories of this country, becauſe the fabrics of 

the Eaſt are better; or to deſpiſe the ſhawls and. muſlins of Norwich and 


Glaſgow, becauſe we have not the produce of Thibet and Angora. 


There needs, I truſt, very little to be ſaid, to ſhew the import- 
ance of encouraging the importation of this ſuperadded raw material, 
Spaniſh wool, the ſource of ſo much wealth to this country. If checked 
here, it would find a favourable reception elſewhere; eſtabliſh new, and 


revive. expiring manufactories; produce employment for other poor; and 


revenue to other ſtares, 


The annual importation of Spaniſh wool in this country has, of 


late years, been from 20 to 23,000 bags. In the port of London only, 


there were imported in the year 17975 8, twenty-one thousand four hundred 
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and twelve bags. The importatigns in the other parts of the kingdom that 
year were ſmall. In addition, therefore, to the employment giyen to the 
country in the working up of wool of our own growth, there is an annual 
ſum of not leſs than 300,000]. paid to the poor of this cguntry, in working 
up the wools of Spain; to ſay nothing of the wealth derived to the mer- 
cantile part of the community, by the profit drawn from the import of the 
raw, and the export of the manufactured article; which, though a great 
conſideration in a country whoſe dignity is ſo much connected with its 
commerce, is but light to that of giving employ to an uſeful and induſ- 
trious peaſantry, : EEE 

After having, I hope, expoſed the fallacy of this new ſyſtem, 1 
would add a few words, to ſhew the ill effects ſuch reſolutions, when pub- 
licly announced, may have; and which 1 fear already has been the caſe.— 
Inſtead of lowering the price of Spaniſh wool, this difeuffion has contributed 
to advance the price of Hereford, as well as other Engliſh wools; which 
have riſen unneceſſarily and exorbitantly. It will not, I think, be con- 
tended, that the woolſtapler or farmer is leſs diſpoſed to avail himſelf of 
an opportunity of advancing the price of his material here than in other 
countries: the principle is the ſame, whether in the Engliſhman or the 
Spaniard, the farmer or the merchant: each tries to get what he can for 
his ręſpectiye commodity. Engliſh wools, without any difficulties to retard 
their production, or ſcarcity, to enhance their value, have riſen to a higher 
proportionate price than Spaniſh wools; which ſhews, that if we had the 
capacity of producing the fine raw material ourſelves, we ſhould, without 
foreign hindrances or monopolies, without political accidents or inconveni- 
encies, be ſubject to as unreaſonable advances. The beſt Hereford wool is 


To Lord Somerville's Address. | I 5 


at this time advanced nine: pence and ten-pence per lb. and the beſt Spaniſh 
wool but eight-pence. 1 leave to the public to determine, whether the Addreſs 
of the Preſident of the Board of Agriculture, the outcry at the different 
wool fairs this ſummer of the value of Engliſh wools, and the eclat and 
publicity of the proceedings of provincial meetings on the ſame ſubject, 
have not contributed to the advance of Engliſh wools, without lowering 
the price of Spanifh, 2 


I. thought it neceſſary, from the regard I owe to the woollen 
manufacture of the country, to ſay thus much, in conſequence of the 
haſty reſolution of Lord Somerville, never again to wear ſuperfine cloth or 
kerſeymere made of Spaniſh wool ; not but that I am confident, ſuch a re- 
ſolution will be too much in the face of the good ſenſe, as well as of the 
: comfort and luxury of the public, to ſpread beyond its firſt author and a 
few adherents ; where it will ſoon meet the fate of other non-importation 
_ agreements, which at one time diſgraced the liberality of our ſiſter-kingdom, 
gradually and ſilently to die away, and leave manufactures to find their own 
level, according to their intrinſic weight and value, 


Glacestershire, Au gust 24, 1799, 
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